
SkiJoring Magazine    

 

The Future of Equestrian Skijoring: Where Tradition Meets 
Innovation 

Equestrian skijoring—part winter sport, part cultural relic, part adrenaline-charged 

spectacle—has always walked the line between the old world and the new. Rooted in 

centuries-old Scandinavian travel practices and reimagined in modern North American 

winter festivals, it is a sport defined as much by its unpredictability as by its elegance: a 

skier pulled at high speed behind a galloping horse through snow-lined tracks, jumps, and 

gates. Today, skijoring finds itself at a crossroads. As winter sports evolve, as climate 

pressures reshape snowy landscapes, and as new technologies influence both equestrian 

training and event management, the sport is poised for transformation. The future of 

equestrian skijoring will likely be dramatically different from its past—faster, more global, 

safer, and more innovative than ever. 

 

A Growing Global Identity 
Skijoring remains a great footprint and is quietly expanding. Regions once unfamiliar with 

the sport are beginning to adopt the sports traditions. This new growth is fueled by: 

●​ Social media exposure, where action clips draw millions of views. 

●​ Tourism and spectator driven events  seeking unforgettable winter spectacles. 

●​ Increasing crossover athletes from alpine skiing, snowboarding, and rodeo 

communities. 

As international participation rises, experts foresee the emergence of a unified 
governing body, standardized competition rules and safety  measures that  protect 
the competitor as well as the equine that drives the sport. A Spectator Sport 
Reinvented 

 

The future of equestrian skijoring is also tied to how audiences consume sports. 

Highspeed camera drones, athlete POV footage, augmented-reality live scoring, and 



interactive broadcasting could make the sport more accessible and thrilling for global 

viewers. 

Safety Becomes Central 

As the sport evolves, so too does attention to risk. The future of skijoring will likely 

include: 

 Mandatory protective gear for both rider and skier 

 Improved course design, shaped by sports-science insights into speed, drag, and spacing 

Al-assisted event monitoring, using cameras and pattern detection to flag hazards . 

Better emergency protocols, including snow-based landing mats and safer jump 

construction 

These measures will help ensure the sport grows without sacrificing the wellbeing of its 

human and equine participants. 

 

Climate Challenges and Creative Solutions 
Winter sports worldwide are confronting the reality of shorter, more unpredictable snow 

seasons. Skijoring organizers are responding with a mix of traditional adaptation and bold 

experimentation. 

Expanded Use of Snowmaking and Grooming 

Events may rely on advanced, energy-efficient snowmaking technology, drawing 

inspiration from ski resorts and biathlon venues. 

Synthetic Snow Tracks  
 

In regions lacking consistent snowfall, synthetic snow or snow-like 
polymer surfaces— already used for year-round ski training—may 
become a practical alternative to maintain competitions.  
 

Night Events and Microclimate Scheduling 

Holding competitions at colder nighttime temperatures or in sheltered valleys with stable 

winter microclimates could preserve the sport's integrity. 



Despite these challenges, many believe that  
skijoring's adaptability will allow it not just to survive but to thrive in an uncertain climate 

future. 

 

 

Looking Ahead 
Equestrian skijoring sits at a beautiful intersection: rugged tradition meets modern 

innovation. Its future will be shaped by creativity—new regions adopting the sport, 

new technologies redefining safety and performance, and new communities 

discovering the exhilarating harmony of horse, rider, skier, and snow. 

As long as winter itself endures, skijoring will continue to evolve. And as it does, one truth 

will remain: few sports capture the spirit of raw speed, trust, and partnership quite like 

this one. 

 The Olympic Horizon:  

Could Skijoring Become a Future Winter Games Sport? 

As equestrian skijoring grows in global visibility and formalizes its competitive structure, 

an increasingly common question emerges: Could this sport one day reach the Olympic 

stage? While the road to Olympic inclusion is complex, skijoring holds several unique 

advantages that make it a realistic candidate for consideration in the coming decades. 

Historical Precedent and Olympic Lineage 

Skijoring itself is not entirely new to the Olympic world. A form of skijoring appeared as 

a demonstration event during the 1928.  St. Moritz Winter Games. Although horses 

were not used in that particular demonstration, the inclusion set a historical precedent 

that still resonates today. The IOC has often looked favorably on sports that balance 

heritage, spectacle, and athletic difficulty—Skijoring checks all three boxes. 

What the IOC Looks For 

To be considered for Olympic inclusion, a sport must demonstrate: 

●​ Global participation across multiple continents 



●​ Standardized rules and governing bodies 

●​ Sufficient athlete, venue, and equipment safety standards 

●​ Youth interest and cultural relevance 

●​ Appeal to modern broadcast audiences 

Skijoring is already making progress in several of these areas. The rise of formal 

associations, consistent competition formats, and standardized courses is steadily moving 

the sport toward IOC-ready structure. And with its exhilarating visual nature—high-speed 

galloping, airborne skiers, dramatic turns—it holds tremendous broadcast potential. 

A Strong Case for the Winter Games 

The Winter Olympics are actively searching for ways to attract younger audiences and 

diversify their event lineup. Skijoring offers: 

●​ A dynamic hybrid sport, blending equestrian agility with snow-sport athleticism. 

●​   Made-for-TV excitement, perfect for modern highlight-driven broadcasting 

●​  Accessibility for new winter sport nations, as it requires skill but not necessarily 

mountainous terrain. 

●​ A unique human—animal partnership, expanding the Olympic narrative beyond 

traditional winter events 

If standardized international circuits continue to expand, skijoring could initially be 

proposed as a demonstration sport—a stepping stone toward full medal status. 

What Still Needs to Happen 

Despite its potential, several challenges must be addressed: 

●​ Universal safety protocols, especially regarding horses' welfare in competition 

●​ Broad international adoption, particularly outside North America and Northern Europe. 

●​ Venue logistics, since equestrian and ski facilities are rarely co-located 

●​ Consensus on event formats, such as single-skier races, relay-style events, or trick/jump 

competitions 

These hurdles are not insurmountable. Many emerging Olympic sports—freestyle 

skiing disciplines, snowboarding events, and even BMX—faced similar issues before 

achieving inclusion. 



A Realistic Timeline 

If momentum continues, experts suggest that skijoring could be proposed for 

demonstration at a Winter Games within the next 5—15 years. The 2030s could be a 

realistic window for its debut, especially as the Winter Olympics explore hybrid sports 

and new snow-based disciplines. 
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